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Science GCSE assessment details are set out below.

GCSE SCIENCES : EXAMINATION BOARD – AQA

	
	Syllabus no.
	Dual Award
	Triple Science

	Core Science (Science A)
	4461
	(
	(

	Additional Science
	4463
	(
	(

	
	
	
	

	Further Science
	
	
	

	GCSE Biology
	4411
	
	(

	GCSE Chemistry
	4421
	
	(

	GCSE Physics
	4451
	
	(


All students take the core and additional science modules.

Students entered for three science GCSEs also take the further module in each of the three Science subjects.

ASSESSMENT

Students have one opportunity to sit each paper.

1. Written Examination

Core Science: Two multiple choice papers (30 minutes each) in each Science subject (Biology, Chemistry, Physics).

Students will sit the first of these papers in each science on 3 March 2010 and the second set of papers will be in June.

Additional Science: A written paper requiring structured answers (45 minutes) in each Science subject.  Students will take these papers in June 2011.

Further Science: In addition to the written papers above, students who will achieve three separate science GCSEs will sit a written paper of 45 minutes in each Science subject.

2. Practical Skills Assessment (ISA)

Dual Award Students need to submit marks for two ISAs, one on a Core topic and one on an Additional topic.  All students will take an ISA in each of the three sciences (Physics – Core topic, Biology – Additional topic, Chemistry – Additional topic).  The better mark out of the Biology and Chemistry ISAs will be submitted for the GCSE.

Triple Science Students will submit an ISA mark in each of the three Sciences.

Grading: The final grade is awarded after the aggregation of all of the marks from exams taken.  This means that although a student may have missed her target grade in an early paper, it is still possible for her to achieve this grade by doing well in all of the subsequent papers.
We have attached a table of marks and grades for each unit.
GCSE Sciences

	UMS Marks

	Objective Test
	Written Paper
	Centre Assessed Unit
	GCSE Award

	Max UMS
	50
	100
	100
	400

	A*
	45
	90
	90
	360

	A
	40
	80
	80
	320

	B
	35
	70
	70
	280

	C
	30
	60
	60
	240

	D
	25
	50
	50
	200

	E
	20
	40
	40
	160

	F
	15
	30
	30
	120

	G
	10
	20
	20
	80


